Search Instructions
Site Numbers 

Site Numbers are based on the Smithsonian Trinomial System and contain 3 parts:

1. The first two numbers indicate the state (e.g., 23 equal Missouri). This may be omitted when the state is unknown.

2. The next two letters indicate the county abbreviation. For Missouri counties see the Archaeological Survey of Missouri web page. 

The county abbreviation may be omitted and UNPROV (indicating unprovenienced) substituted when the county is unknown. 

3. In Missouri, the number that follows the county abbreviation is the sequential number assigned as sites are reported

To facilitate accurate sorting in the UMC NAGPRA database, the sequential number following the county abbreviation is set at four places (e.g., 23SA1 is entered as 23SA0001).

Please remember this when searching for a site number.

Site Names
Site names are common names given to the site and may or may not be present.

Collection Controlled by
Collections are under the control of specific agencies as defined by the National Park Service.

A controlling agency is responsible for all consultation and repatriation for a collection under its control. The University of Missouri-Columbia curates numerous collections, represented in this database, under the control of outside agencies, however; all compliance activities for NAGPRA including consultation are the responsibility of the controlling agency. 
Below is a list of the agencies and, when applicable,

the abbreviations used in this database.  The entry formats/spellings for this field are in bold.

Ft. Leonard Wood

KC-COE (Kansas City District United States Corps of Engineers)

Little Rock-COE (Little Rock District United States Corps of Engineers)

Mark Twain National Forest
Memphis-COE (Memphis District United States Corps of Engineers)

Missouri State Parks Board

Osage Tribe of Oklahoma  (NAGPRA remains and objects formerly controlled by UMC and repatriated to the Osage Tribe)
Otoe-Missouria (NAGPRA remains and objects formerly controlled by UMC and repatriated to the Otoe-Missouria Tribe)

Sac and Fox (NAGPRA remains and objects formerly controlled by UMC and repatriated to the Sac and Fox Nation)

Southeast Missouri State University

St. Louis-COE (St. Louis District United States Corps of Engineers)

University of Missouri-Columbia

US Fish & Wildlife

Item
Items are Human Remains, Associated Funerary Objects or Unassociated Funerary Objects.

To date, no Sacred Objects or Objects of Cultural Patrimony have been located at the University of Missouri-Columbia.

Description
This field contains a general description of the human remains and/or objects inventoried for a specific identification number. You can search in this field using descriptive words that are likely to be used. For example, if you are looking for pottery fragments associated with a burial, you could type the word "pottery" in the description field; or if you are interested in specific ages, you could type "adult" 

in the field to examine information on burials determined to be adults. 

Note, the basic pattern for  skeletal remains descriptions follow the National Park Service format: Completeness, cranial/and or post cranial, general affiliation, age and sex, additonal material found with the remains during curation. 

So, a typical entry might read:

Partial skeleton, Cranial, Native American, Adult Sex Unknown. Also contains 3 pottery fragments and 1 partial projectile point

Skeletal Pathology/Sampling/Observations
When made available by analysts; pathologies, sampling techniques, and other observations have been entered into this field.

Collection History
This field contains a short summary of the collection history of the site and includes the cultural period. The 8 categories of cultural periods are unknown, unknown prehistoric, Archaic, Woodland, Mississippian, Historic Native American, and EuroAmerican. Some of the information in this field, when known, are the excavator(s) and literature citation(s), along with a summary of information found in other fields.
Skeletal Contents Inventory
When available, the basic skeletal element inventory is provided.

