1324 L St., N W,
Washi ngton, D. C ,
May 22, 1917.

Dear Mot her & Dad:

It is alnmbst mdnight and | have just received your
dear nessage and have just finished sending you a night
letter which will explain nore in detail than ny first one.

| feel nmuch better now since | have heard fromyou and
finally made the decision, altho it has certainly been one
trying day of my life. Some tinme ago | felt that this sort
of a position was what | was best fitted for and | have
certainly let nothing go unturned in getting it, and now as
it is open | think the only wwse thing to do is to accept
it.

While | haven't said nuch about it, | have given each
and every one of your suggestions just as much thought as
any of the many | have been working on. It wouldn't | ook
right for me to try to get out by pretending to farm they
are going to see to it that no one is going to be exenpt
unl ess they have a mghty mghty good reason. It's is too
late to get in as an officer now and as sure as | live |
believe | would be included in the draft and that woul d be
the very worst thing under the sun that can happen to
anyone.

The nore | have thought over it and tal ked with such
men as the Y.MC. A secretaries, deacons in our church, and
everybody in general, the nore I amconvinced that | am
doing the right thing. Wen they begin to draft themin a
few weeks now it is going to be take nost trying tinme this
country aver saw and when that does happen | think we wll
| ook back on ny decision today as a very wi se and good one.
By taking this now | need never have any fear of ever
having to serve in the trenches and still | will not be
squirmng out of ny duty and | can ever | ook everyone in
the eye and say that | did ny duty.

The offer did not cone definitely until today at two
o'clock as that was the earliest | could get to the War
Departnent after work, altho I have known for several days
that it was hanging fire. You should have seen the nen who
were applying for it- others are |ooking for such places
you flee. Lavery, the Joplin boy you will renenber whom you
nmet while at the boarding house- he rooned where you did
you will renmenber. He has been |ooking out for it for us.
He cannot go this tine as he cannot get relieved but wll
go in a week or so. Wien It finally came ny turn to go in
| went in and told himbriefly just what ny qualifications
were, | ooking himsquare in the eye. Wien | had finished he
said, "Young man | think you have the stuff in you and I



will give you the first place"- there are sone five to be
filled which are about the sane sort of work but I will get
first ranking anong the group. Then he said, "you will have
to decide right now as others are wanting the pl ace,

woul d rat her have you but you nust say before four o'clock
what you will do." Then I got busy and for nearly an hour
tried to get you over the long distance and finally could
not and then I went back and told himjust how | felt about
taking it without letting ny parents know and have a chance
to express their opinion. I thought sure he was going to
drop considering nme right there but then sonething el se
worked in my favor- in fact two things. First, he saw ny
Shriner's pin. (Now |l was keeping it as a sort of surprise
when | cane hone that | amnow a Shriner, having gone up in
masonry during the winter and that was the pin | suggested
you m ght buy later on for a Christmas present). Wen he

saw it he said, "Well, I would take you on account of that
pin if nothing else." And then, just as |uck would have it,
M. Ginnell, one of the deacons in the church who works in

t hat Departnent cane al ong, and he gave ne a great boost,
so all together that caused himto grant ne tinme enough to
get a telegramto you which | did.

Then we went carefully over the work altho be had told
me before pretty much what it would be. I will nmean work of
course, but entirely out of the danger zone and | ocated at
a quiet and safe place far behind the firing zone. | wll
right hand nman to the highest U S. Arnmy Medical man in
Europe. My exact work of course will be stenographic and
head of the clerical force which keeps the records as to
sanitary conditions, reporting to relatives those wounded
and killed, and anything else that would have to do with
the welfare of the men in the trenches.

He told nme that by going now and getting in on the
ground floor and getting the first place on the staff,
| ater when it was enlarged | should get pronoted in no tine

just so far as | was able to nake good. | start in wth
si xteen hundred dollars a year with all expenses paid over.
You see | will not be under arny discipline and wll Iikely

not wear an uniformand am not signed up for any definite

|l ength of tinme and therefore can resign whenever | wi sh.
Everyone | have talked wth has told ne that | could never
afford to turn it down and | have tal ked with people who
have an interest in ne, and who have advised ne as | think
you woul d have had you been here. | know it |ooks |ike
deciding a thing pretty quick but it's getting time to nake
decisions in a tine like this when | believe there is so
much at stake. | firmly believe, when the draft cane

woul d have been included, for there is a blank in which you
had to state just what mlitary experience you had had and
whet her there was anyone dependi ng upon you.



W will sail, according to present plans, about
Thursday nmorning on a swift boat which will not go thru the
danger zone but which will land |ikely somewhere in
sout hern France and you can bet with the highest officials
in the Arny and Navy on board they will see to it that we
get safely there and w thout danger.

You will never know how rnuch | appreciated the
tel egram whi ch you sent tonight. | know how much it nust
have cost you in heart throbs and tears and God forgive ne
for what anxiety and worry it has caused you but Heaven
knows | have tried to do ny duty and | hope you will think
it is for the best. Had you said in your telegramnot to go
| would not have decided to go but in the days to cone |
feel that we will all find it was the best thing to do.

Il will send one box of my thing home by freight. In
case you have occasion to |look after anything which | m ght

| eave undone, you can wite to G L. Hall, 402 Atlantic
Apartnents, 11th and O Sts., N. W, Washington. W have been
studyi ng together for over a year and he will be glad to do

anyt hi ng he can for us.
It is late and | nust close, but | will wite nore

tonorrow and every day until | |leave and just as often as |
can thereafter. Tonmorrow | will wite about other matters,
such as mail, etc., after | get the information nyself. It

is quite late so | nust close.
Your | oving son,



